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What We Learned from Roddy’s TESOL Class

What Makes Roddy a Good TESOL Instructor

TESOL Methodology

DESIGN

In class we learned the basic structures for designing listening, speaking, grammar, reading, and
writing lesson plans. We learned, for example, that listening and reading are both receptive skills
and students should be taught how to discover the main ideas and find detail. We also learned that
listening and reading are different insofar as listening should be taught without text so that students
can focus on recognizing everything according to its sound. Furthermore, we learned that students
must speak in order to learn how to speak, and that the communicative language teaching (CLT)
method is the best way to achieve this end. With special regard to grammar we learned that
grammatical rules must be presented clearly with many examples, and that students should be given
the chance to discover these rules on their own wherever possible. In addition, we learned to divide
our lesson plans into four parts including a lead-in, some pre-activity, one or more main activities,
and some post-activity. Further, we learned that these activities can be modified and that the teacher
must be flexible and manage his or her time according to the difficulty of the subject matter and the
ability of his or her students to understand it. Most important is that we had the opportunity to
improve our ability to develop good lesson plans for ourselves through repeated correction from our
teacher.

TECHNIQUE

In our class we learned the importance of special techniques like the jigsaw puzzle for teaching
reading and listening. We learned when to segment (chunk) listening and reading tasks, and when
we should not. We learned that the number of times we should play a video clip is not arbitrary, but
rather determined by time constraints and the ability of students to glean new information. For
speaking we learned how to create and manage discussion groups and maximize the amount of
student free production. We also learned that role play can be an effective tool in teaching both
grammar and speaking. We learned the importance of presentation, practice, and production (PPP)
for teaching grammar, and how important clear presentation and concept checking are to the
introduction of new grammatical rules, the giving of instructions, and the teaching of new
vocabulary. Further we learned that grammatical analysis is not only useful in helping students to
understand difficult written text, but also in correcting and assessing their own and other students’
mistakes. In this light we further learned the importance of peer correction. In addition, we learned
about channel, format, and the target audience and how to take advantage of these notions when
assigning written homework. Moreover, we learned that the organization and communication of
ideas is more important than understanding single words and isolated grammatical rules, and that
new vocabulary should always be introduced in context with a clear understanding of form and use.
We also learned how to free ourselves from the written word and focus our students attention on the
spoken word -- in short, when to show and when to tell. With regard to classroom management we
learned how to handle student complaints, create team spirit, and ensure a healthy and happy
learning environment for all students -- no matter their individual level of competence or area of
intelligence. In short, we learned many ways to improve our effectiveness in the classroom and
realize our lesson plans to the benefit of our students. These are only a few examples of the many
teaching techniques that we learned.
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Special Knowledge

In addition to the above design theory and teaching techniques we acquired special knowledge
about student retention, the assessment of student competence, and how to obtain feedback, teach
students to be good citizens, and cope with difficult students, teachers and school administrations.
Many times we learned that the traditional Korean way is not always the best way and that more
emphasis should be placed on communication skills over vocabulary, grammar, and reading skills.
We learned the importance of communication theory (not in the book) and how it relates to the
communicative language teaching method. We even reviewed the basic elements of a sentence --
an invaluable tool for teaching reading and correcting written assignments. Further, we learned
when it is appropriate to use Korean in the classroom, and when it is not. We even learned the
proper use of English-English and Korean-English dictionaries. In addition, we leaned the need to
make learning fun and enjoyable, and how important it is that the teacher learn from his/her
students. Simple things like when to show and when to tell, when to teach vocabulary and when
not were also important parts of our lessons. And, most of all we learned how to be creative in the
classroom and not allow ourselves to be stifled by an outdated system of English language
education.

Roddy’s Approach to Teaching ESL
And Why We Like It

What we learned from Roddy and could probably not learn from other TESOL instructors is how
the current system of education works and why it works the way it does. With this knowledge we
better understand our role in the system and what we can do to improve it. The world that we live
in today is very different from the world of long past, and because of Roddy we are now ready to
help Korean students cope in the 215t century. From Roddy we did not learn a Western philosophy
of teaching, rather we learned a modern philosophy of education that teaches students how to think
on their own and not depend on others to think for them. Roddy rarely explained directly what we
needed to know and asked many questions in order for us to discover it for ourselves. In addition,
he gave us assignments to help us organize our own thoughts in our own way. Even though it took
much time, Roddy is very patient, gave us many chances, and waited for us until we got the gist and
could stand on our own two feet,. He always told us that we are our own best teacher, and we are
very happy with the idea that the role of the teacher in the TESOL classroom is to guide his or her
students so that they can develop their own best learning methods for themselves. Many Korean
students feel uncomfortable with this kind of approach, and at first we could not understand very
well either, but once we got use to Roddy’s style it became easy to follow and understand. Roddy
taught us to take the initiative, experiment, and discover on our own. He gave us the tools that we
need to organize and lead ourselves, so that we can be better teachers and Korean citizens.

We now have confidence that we never had before, and we really appreciate having had the chance
to learn from Roddy. So much so, we would like to take another course from him, but this time
Advanced TESOL.
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