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Glossary of Terms

This glossary lists the definition of the major terms
used in this report, with an objective to facilitate
readers in understanding the statistics in this report.
As such, the definitions may differ from those used
by other divisions/sections of the Education
Department and should NOT therefore be taken as
OFFICIAL ones to be adopted for other purposes.
(For easy reference, the terms below are arranged in
alphabetical order.)

*Aided School

A school operated by a voluntary body anc
mainly financed by Government through the
unified Code of Aid.

Caput School

A secondary school which receives Government
assistance in the form of a per caput grant.

Departed Teacher

Teacher who had served in a school as at the
reference date of the last Teacher Survey but left
that school before the reference date of the
current Teacher Survey.

Direct Subsidy Scheme (DSS) School

Al



A2

A scheme introduced in 1991 to subsidize anc
encourage the growth of a strong private school
sector, while allowing schools the maximum
freedom with regard to curricula, fees anc
entrance requirements that are consistent with
basic educational standards. Government support
may vary depending on the number of pupils in
the schools (i.e. on the success of the schools in
attracting parents).

Drop-out Teacher

Teacher who had served in a school as at the
reference date of the last Teacher Survey but left
that school before the reference date of the
current Teacher Survey. And, he/she was not
found teaching in any of the schools covered by
the current round Teacher Survey.

Full-time Equivalent Unit

The term Full-time Equivalent (FTE) is used to
estimate more accurately the total workload
taken up by both full-time and part-time
teachers. One unit of FTE is defined as the
workload of a full-time teacher. Workload of a
part-time teacher is a portion of one FTE.
Workload of a full-time teacher also taking up
part of the workload of other teacher is one FTE
plus the portion of part-time workload.

Government School

A school operated directly by the Education
Department of the Hong Kong Special
Administration Region Government.



Graduate Teacher

For primary and secondary schools in the
Government, Aided and Caput sector, teachers
were categorized according to the grade and rank
of their employment. At secondary level,
graduate teachers include such ranks as Principal
I, Principal Il, PGM, SGM and GM, while at
primary level, graduate teachers include such
ranks as HMI, HMII, PSM and APSM. For
private (including DSS) schools, where there are
different grade/rank systems, categorization was
made according to the academic qualification as
reported by the teachers.

Half-day Equivalent Unit

As kindergarten teachers may work half-day or
whole-day, it is necessary to convert these
teachers into similar counting units for the
derivation of pupil-teacher ratio. In this
report, a kindergarten teacher teaching half-day
is counted as one half-day equivalent (HDE) unit
while a kindergarten teacher teaching whole-day
is counted as two HDE units. Similarly, a
kindergarten pupil attending whole-day class is
also counted as two HDE units.

Kindergarten Subsidy Scheme (KSS)
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The Kindergarten  Subsidy Scheme  was
implemented in  September 1995. The
scheme aims to improve the quality of
kindergarten education and to minimise the
impact of fee increases on parents as a result of
Government’s new regulatory requirements on
kindergartens.

Median Age

The age so calculated that 50% of the total
number of teachers were above the age and the
other 50% were below it.

New Recruit

Teachers who had joined a school after the
reference date of the last Teacher Survey and
were still serving in the school on the reference
date of the current Teacher Survey.

Non-graduate Teacher

For primary and secondary schools in the
Government, Aided and Caput sector, teachers
were categorized by the grade and rank of the
employment. Non-graduate teachers include
such ranks as PAM, SAM, AM, AM(WT), CM
and CM(WT). For private (include DSS) schools,
where there are different grade/rank systems,
categorization was made according to the
academic qualification as reported by the
teachers.

Pupil-teacher Ratio



1)

2)

3)

It refers to the ratio of the total number of pupil:
to the total number of teachers. However, the
ratio for kindergartens was calculated in ‘half-day
equivalent’ unit and principals were not counted
as teachers except those who worked in
kindergartens without employing teachers.

Subject-trained Teacher

This refers to teachers whose subjects taught wer:
relevant to any of the major subjects they had
taken in the Hong Kong Institute of Education
(former Colleges of Education), post-secondary
colleges or universities (in either academic or
teacher training programme). For primary
school teachers, regardless of their specialization
graduates from the Hong Kong Institute of
Education (former Colleges of Education) had all
been regarded as subject-trained in ‘Chinese
Language’, ‘Mathematics’ and *‘General Studies’.
For cultural subjects, teachers completed relevant
in-service certificate courses were also classified
as subject-trained.

Trained Teacher

This refers to teachers who reported to hold the
following certificate/diploma or equivalent
qualification:

1) Post-graduate Certificate/Diploma in
Education;

2) Bachelor of Education;

3) Certificate in Education;
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